
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1957 September 27, 2005 
when an improvised explosive device ex-
ploded near his vehicle, claiming the lives of 
Egan and three comrades. 

Following a distinguished career with the 
United States Marine Corps, including service 
in Operation Desert Storm, Michael Egan re-
tired and returned to civilian life in 1999. He 
accepted a job with Reliance Electric in the 
Philadelphia area, where he was known for his 
tireless work ethic, eagerness to learn, and 
outgoing personality. In 2003, Michael made 
the decision to once again serve his country, 
joining the United States Army as a member 
of the Pennsylvania National Guard. 

Michael leaves behind a loving wife, Maria, 
and a three-year-old daughter, Samantha. A 
dedicated family man, he recently relocated 
his family to Delaware in the interests of his 
daughter’s education. 

In closing Mr. Speaker, Michael Egan will be 
deeply missed by all who knew him. For Mi-
chael’s heroic service and valiant sacrifice, our 
country will forever be indebted to him and his 
family. I join the countless voices in thanking 
him for his selfless contributions to our Nation. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF THE DANNY FOUNDA-
TION 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of The Danny 
Foundation, a non-profit foundation estab-
lished in 1986 with the mission of providing 
leadership in keeping babies safe from pre-
ventable injuries and deaths associated with 
unsafe cribs, dangerous children’s products, 
and unsafe sleep environments. 

The Danny Foundation’s tenacity has been 
unrelenting, and the accolades the Foundation 
has received have been unprecedented and 
well-deserved. The Danny Foundation, often 
acting alone, prompted and pushed for the es-
tablishment of virtually all current government 
crib manufacturing standards has conducted 
an untold number of programs and efforts to 
warn and educate the public about unsafe 
cribs. 

Over the past 19 years, the Foundation has 
significantly reduced the number of infant inju-
ries and deaths by 84 percent, and can proud-
ly proclaim that the majority of today’s new 
cribs are both safe and reliable. 

None of The Danny Foundation’s work 
could have been accomplished without John 
and Rose Lineweaver. John and Rose, the 
founders of The Danny Foundation, have dedi-
cated their lives to preventing other families 
from suffering a needless tragedy similar to 
the crib accident that eventually took their son 
Danny’s life. Their passion for the well-being 
of infants across our country is extraordinary 
and worthy of significant praise and thanks. 

It is in that spirit that I ask all my colleagues 
in the United States House of Representatives 
to join me in honoring the accomplishments of 
The Danny Foundation and the passion of its 
founders, John and Rose Lineweaver. 

HONORING DR. MILDRED L. 
ALDRIDGE 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise before you 
today with a heavy heart, as I ask my col-
leagues in the 109th Congress to join me in 
honoring the life and accomplishments of a re-
markable woman, Dr. Mildred L. Aldridge. Dr. 
Aldridge passed away on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22. I am deeply saddened by this loss, 
for Mildred and the Aldridge family have been 
inspirations to many throughout the city of 
Flint, as well as the county, State and Nation. 

It is difficult to imagine my hometown of 
Flint, MI, without Dr. Mildred Aldridge’s influ-
ence. Married for 54 years to the late Rev-
erend Dr. Avery Aldridge, she stood at her 
husband’s side, helping found Foss Avenue 
Baptist Church on December 2, 1956. In addi-
tion to her many duties and responsibilities at 
the church, Mildred served as instructor of the 
Adult Ladies’ Fellowship Class, which in the 
past 23 years grew from 5 participants to 125. 
Under her leadership, the class sponsors an 
Annual Autumn Tea and Music Recital, a drive 
to collect eyeglasses for needy people in the 
Caribbean and South Africa, and medical sup-
plies for various missions in Africa. Mildred 
also operated as coordinator for the Youth and 
Young Adult retreats, and the New Year’s Eve 
retreat. 

Professionally, Mildred was a graduate of 
the University of Michigan and Eastern Michi-
gan University. She received advanced train-
ing in administration and curriculum from 
Michigan State University and received hon-
orary doctorates from Arkansas Baptist Col-
lege and Selma University. She worked as an 
elementary school teacher, middle school 
guidance counselor, and was the principal of 
Doyle Rider Community School. Later she be-
came director of Eagle’s Nest Child Care & 
Development Center as well as administrative 
assistant and coordinator for Foss Avenue 
Baptist Church Enterprises. Mildred was a 
proud member of the NAACP, Urban League, 
C.S. Mott Community College Foundation Ad-
visory Board, Visually Impaired Center of Flint 
Board, Flint Congress of School Administra-
tors, and National Association of Elementary 
School Principals. 

Dr. Aldridge leaves to cherish and carry on 
her legacy her son, Rev. Derek Aldridge, 
daughter Karen Aldridge-Eason, and 10 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in offering condolences to the 
family of Dr. Mildred Aldridge, and in thanking 
them for sharing her with our community. The 
greatest tribute we can render to her is to 
emulate her love, her dedication, her humility, 
and her Christ-centered strength. 

CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTH-
DAY OF PEARL SCHENKLER, AN 
EXEMPLARY CITIZEN 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, September 27, 2005 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Pearl Schenkler, a rare and special 
woman on the occasion of her 90th birthday. 

Pearl was born in 1915 in New York City to 
immigrant parents. The second of four daugh-
ters in a family that truly lived the American 
dream, Pearl learned from the example of her 
parents. Her father, a steelworker, and her 
mother, a homemaker, unique in their commit-
ment to education, insisted on sending each of 
their four daughters to college. Inspired by her 
two younger sisters, Pearl graduated college 
and became a teacher in the New York Public 
School System. Pearl spent the first part of 
her career teaching the second grade in P.S. 
221 in Harlem and finished her remarkable ca-
reer of service not far from my childhood 
home at P.S. 154 in Queens. 

Her commitment to teaching and molding 
her students was second only to her efforts in 
raising a strong family. Pearl and her husband 
Max were married for more than 50 years. He, 
too, was an educator and together they taught 
and learned. Their two children, my friends 
Carole Jacobson and Michael Schenkler, are 
illustrations of how the important values that 
weave the fabric of our city have been nur-
tured by children of immigrant parents and 
shared with the next generation. Pearl 
Schenkler gave her children the same mean-
ingful start her parents gave to her. 

Carole and Michael and their many cousins, 
all of whom I have the pleasure of knowing, 
are part of the wonderful story of our great 
country. Pearl Schenkler, her parents, her 
husband, her sisters and brothers-in-law 
helped to build my home borough of Queens 
into a beacon of learning and understanding. 
In 1954, Pearl and Max moved their family 
from the Bronx to Kew Gardens Hills. Soon, 
Pearl’s parents and eventually all her siblings 
called that neighborhood their home. The bor-
ough of Queens, New York was the bene-
ficiary of the talent, knowledge and kindness 
the family shared with their neighbors and the 
greater community. 

In one of the great tradition of those before 
them, Pearl and Max, like so many other New 
Yorkers, eventually retired to Florida, where 
Pearl quickly took to working for others and 
joined the Boca Chapter of B’nai B’rith 
Women. She became the editor of the Boca 
Raton Clarion, the organization’s newspaper, 
winning nationwide awards for the best publi-
cation from some four hundred chapters of 
B’nai B’rith. Pearl began spending countless 
hours helping local children who were sick or 
in need, as well as helping to fund the con-
struction of a hospital in Israel. She then 
moved on to become President and led the 
Boca Raton Chapter for a number of years. 
Even with all of these selfless responsibilities, 
Pearl and Max still made time for family. They 
visited New York often and their kids and 
grandkids were frequent guests in Boca. Dur-
ing his later years, Pearl spent much of her 
time caring for Max, her life companion who 
passed away after a wonderful and fulfilling 
life at the age of 93. 
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